


“Today I quit being a Christian. 
I’m out. I remain committed to 
Christ as always but not to 
being “Christian” or being part 
of Christianity. It’s simply 
impossible for me to “belong” 
to this quarrelsome, hostile, 
disputatious, and deservedly 
infamous group. For ten years, 
I’ve tried. I’ve failed. I’m an 
outsider. My conscience will 
allow nothing else. . . . In the 
name of Christ, I quit 
Christianity. . . . .



My faith in Christ is central to 
my life. My conversion from a 
pessimistic atheist lost in a 
world I didn’t understand, to an 
optimistic believer in a 
universe created and 
sustained by a loving God is 
crucial to me. But following 
Christ does not mean following 
His followers. Christ is infinitely 
more important than 
Christianity.” 
— Ann Rice



10 Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good 
to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the 
family of believers.

Galations 6:10



• Which like me, is imperfect

YOU ARE PART OF A FAMILY



25 not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching.

Hebrews 10:25



Membership in a local 
church means joining your 
imperfect self to many other 
imperfect selves to form an 
imperfect community that, 
through Jesus, embarks on 
a journey toward a better 
future . . . together. 

-- Scott Sauls, Jesus 
Outside The Lines



15 Instead, speaking the 
truth in love, we will grow to 
become in every respect 
the mature body of him who 
is the head, that is, Christ. 
16 From him the whole 
body, joined and held 
together by every 
supporting ligament, grows 
and builds itself up in love, 
as each part does its work.
Ephesians 4:15-16



• Which like me, is imperfect


• Where I need you, and you 
need me

YOU ARE PART OF A FAMILY



9 But you are a chosen 
people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God's special 
possession

1 Peter 2:9



• Which like me, is imperfect


• Where I need you, and you 
need me


• In which God’s glory uniquely 
inhabits

YOU ARE PART OF A FAMILY



10 Once you were not a 
people, but now you are the 
people of God; once you 
had not received mercy, but 
now you have received 
mercy.

1 Peter 2:10


