


35 By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if 
you love one another."

John 13:35



9 Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God.

Matthew 5:9



18 All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation:

2 Corinthians 5:18



• So I value all people

GOD VALUES ALL PEOPLE…



Human dignity, equality and 
unity is not a liberal or 
conservative idea, it’s a value 
that reflects the heart of our 
Creator and expresses the 
heart of Jesus.



14 For he himself is our 
peace, who has made the 
two groups one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the 
dividing wall of hostility,

Ephesians 2:14



• So I value all people


• So I must break down the 
racial walls by listening

GOD VALUES ALL PEOPLE…



They presumed they 
didn’t know it all, and they 
didn’t assume they fully 
understand the minority 
experience.  



Listen first

Assume the best not the worst

Ask clarifying questions 
without sarcasm or an edge

Don’t define someone by their 
worst statement

Don’t look for the worst 
examples on the other side to 
prove the rightness of your 
side. 



Don’t think that courage 
means you can’t be careful 
with your words, or that 
compassion means you can’t 
ask uncomfortable questions.

State what you agree with and 
what you’re learning from 
listening.



There is no way to make 
an honest conversation 
about race an easy 
conversation. There is too 
much in our history for 
that. There is also too 
much in the human heart 
that is self-justifying, 
other-accusing, and 
innocence-seeking to 
make race and racism a 
simple intellectual 
discussion.



But with the power of the 
Spirit and the hope of the 
gospel, we need not 
despair. God can yet give 
us the humility, the 
rationality, and the charity 
we need. 

— Kevin DeYoung. The 
Gospel Coalition, 
Seminary Professor, 
Author, Pastor



5 This proposal pleased the 
whole group. They chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit; also 
Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, 
Timon, Parmenas, and 
Nicolas from Antioch, a 
convert to Judaism.

Acts 6:5


