
31 And he began to teach them that 
the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders 
and the chief priests and the scribes 
and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 32 And he said this plainly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you 
are not setting your mind on the 
things of God, but on the things of 
man.”

Mark 8:31-33



34 And calling the crowd to him with 
his disciples, he said to them, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me. 35 For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s will save it. 36 For what does 
it profit a man to gain the whole world 
and forfeit his soul?

Mark 8:34-36



37 For what can a man give in return 
for his soul? 38 For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of him will the Son of Man also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Mark 8:37-38











31 “And he began to teach them 
that the Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by the 
elders and the chief priests and the 
scribes and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. 

32 And he said this plainly.”

“Act 2” of Mark. Two clues:



33 But turning and seeing his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind 
me, Satan! For you are not setting your 
mind on the things of God, but on the 
things of man.”

34 And calling the crowd to him with his 
disciples, he said to them, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. 35 For whoever would save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 
36 For what does it profit a man to gain 
the whole world and forfeit his soul?

Mark 8:33-36



8 Again, the devil took him to a 
very high mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their glory. 9 And he said to 
him, “All these I will give you, if 
you will fall down and worship 
me.”

Matthew 4:8-9



The way to the Crown is  
the way of the Cross.



• Deny yourself

• Carry your cross

• Follow Jesus

The Way of the Cross







“Since Providence, which has ordered all 
things and is deeply interested in our life, 
has set in most perfect order by giving us 
Augustus, whom she filled with virtue that 
he might benefit humankind, sending him 
as a savior, both for us and for our 
descendants, that he might end war and 
arrange all things…and since the birthday 
of the god Augustus was the beginning of 
the good tidings [εὐαγγέλιον] for the 
world that came by reason of him.”


Calendar Inscription of Priene



Follow me I will make you Fishers of men

And reproduce 
that in the lives 

of others

As we learn to 
think, love, and 
live like Jesus

Reach the world 
one life at a time

Jesus invitation is our mission



We can be right about 
Jesus’ identity, but still be 
wrong about Jesus’ plan.



• Gen 49:9, Ps 2, 2 Sam 7:1-9, 
Ps 2, Ps 89, Ps 110, Ps 132, 
Is 11:1-5, Dan 7 Am 9:11-13

Messiah as King

Messiah as Suffering Servant

• Ps 22, Ps 22:6-7, Is 53, Dan 
9:26, Zech 13:7



12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the 
fiery trial when it comes upon you to 
test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. 13 But 
rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice 
and be glad when his glory is 
revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the 
name of Christ, you are blessed, 
because the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you….16 Yet if anyone 
suffers as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify God in 
that name.

1 Peter 4:12-14, 16



6 …though He was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
Himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. 8 And being found in human 
form, He humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.

Phil 2:6-8

The Cross



9 Therefore God has highly exalted 
Him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, 10 so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.

Phil 2:9-11

The Crown



• What is your vision of a Messiah?

• What is your vision of victory?

• Are you trying to fit who you want 

Jesus to be into your vision, or are 
you shaping your vision to fit who 
the Bible says Jesus is?


• What do you love that are you willing 
to lose in order to follow Jesus?

Four Questions



5 And one of the elders said to me, 
“Weep no more; behold, the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has conquered, so that he can open 
the scroll and its seven seals.”

6 And between the throne and the four 
living creatures and among the elders 
I saw a Lamb standing, as though it 
had been slain,…

Rev 5:5-6a

The Lion and the Lamb


