


  1 And he left there and went to the 
region of Judea and beyond the 
Jordan, and crowds gathered to him 
again. And again, as was his custom, 
he taught them. 

   2 And Pharisees came up and in 
order to test him asked, “Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 He 
answered them, “What did Moses 
command you?” 4 They said, “Moses 
allowed a man to write a certificate 
of divorce and to send her away.”

Mark 10:1-4



  10 And in the house the disciples 
asked him again about this matter. 
11 And he said to them, “Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her, 12 and 
if she divorces her husband and 
marries another, she commits 
adultery.” 

Mark 10:10-12



  13 And they were bringing children 
to him that he might touch them, and 
the disciples rebuked them. 14 But 
when Jesus saw it, he was indignant 
and said to them, “Let the children 
come to me; do not hinder them, for 
to such belongs the kingdom of God. 
15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does 
not receive the kingdom of God like 
a child shall not enter it.” 16 And he 
took them in his arms and blessed 
them, laying his hands on them. 

Mark 10:13-16



“Issue people” focus on 
positions as a place to 
stand.  

“Kingdom people” focus on 
God’s Presence as a place 
to trust.



• Radical Values

• Radical Grace 
• Radical Trust

THE RADICAL KINGDOM



The ethics of God’s Kingdom 
require Radical Values



  5 And Jesus said to them, “Because 
of your hardness of heart he wrote 
you this commandment. 6 But from 
the beginning of creation, ‘God made 
them male and female.’ 7 ‘Therefore a 
man shall leave his father and 
mother and hold fast to his wife, 
8 and the two shall become one 
flesh.’ So they are no longer two but 
one flesh. 9 What therefore God has 
joined together, let not man 
separate.” 

Mark 10:5-9



Acceptance in God’s Kingdom 
requires Radical Grace



  3 The scribes and the Pharisees 
brought a woman who had been 
caught in adultery, and placing her in 
the midst 4 they said to him, 
“Teacher, this woman has been 
caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now 
in the Law, Moses commanded us 
to stone such women. So what do 
you say?” 6 This they said to test 
him, that they might have some 
charge to bring against him. Jesus 
bent down and wrote with his finger 
on the ground.

John 8:3-6



  7 And as they continued to ask him, 
he stood up and said to them, “Let 
him who is without sin among you be 
the first to throw a stone at her.” 
8 And once more he bent down and 
wrote on the ground. 9 But when they 
heard it, they went away one by one, 
beginning with the older ones, and 
Jesus was left alone with the woman 
standing before him. 

John 8:7-9



  10 Jesus stood up and said to her, 
“Woman, where are they? Has no 
one condemned you?” 11 She said, 
“No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, 
“Neither do I condemn you; go, 
and from now on sin no more.”

John 8:10-11



Communities are often weak 
on sin because they are 
weak on grace.



  8 If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

1 John 1:8-9



Belonging in God’s Kingdom 
requires Radical Trust



Pharisees Children

…to test Him …that He might touch 
them

…is it lawful… …receive the 
Kingdom…

He answered them He took them in His 
arms and blessed them


